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Hong Kong Countryside Foundation, Civic Exchange, Conservancy Association,
Friends of the Earth, Hong Kong Bird Watching Society,
Green Lantau Association, Green Peace, Green Produce Foundation,
Green Sense, Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden

Calling for Sha Lo Tung to be incorporated into Pat Sin Leng Country Park
Objection to the construction of a huge columbarium

(Press release 13 June 2012 ) Sha Lo Tung which the government has identified as a site
with high ecological importance, second only to Mai Po, is facing the threat of a huge
columbarium with 60,000 niches. Today, several organizations joint call on the government
to shelve the so-called “development” project. They also ask that Sha Lo Tung, the Green
Heart of Pat Sin Range and a Priority Site for nature conservation second only to Mai Po, be
incorporated into Pat Sin Leng Country Park, to enable the permanent conservation of the
beautiful scenery, the important habitats and species as well as traditional village heritage.
This would keep for all Hong Kong citizens a valuable piece of land for recreation and
enjoyment of nature.

Sha Lo Tung is the Green Heart of Pat Sin Range, with Site of Special Scientific Interest
already designated in the area. It nurtures some 65% of dragonfly species in Hong Kong
(including eight first discovered in Hong Kong), some 35% of butterfly species, 100 plus bird
species, and many fresh water fish species including Macropodus hongkongensis, a species
named after Hong Kong.

The organizations object to the sale by government of 4 hectares of government land zoned
“Green Belt” to the developer for constructing the columbarium as well as the significant
widening of the access road, damaging an estimated 16 hectares of woodland, thus causing
the loss of a total of 20 hectares of valuable countryside. If the project gets through, it
would destroy the naturally beautiful scenery, the quietude of the traditional village setting
and the habitats and species of high conservation value. Road widening (and cutting of trees)
would also result in the loss of a road under leafy shade most treasured by people for leisurely
strolls.

The organizations cannot understand why a “development” project damaging nature could
have been advocated in the name of “nature conservation” and find it unacceptable. The
organizations consider that the project amounts to passing an advantage worth 6 billion
dollars to the developer, with the government pocketing an estimated land premium of 3
billion dollars. But this is at the expense of 7 million of Hong Kong people losing the



irreplaceable natural scenery, natural habitats and species and an excellent destination for
recreation. Thus the government should immediately take the initiative to cancel the
so-called “development” project.

The Environment Bureau and the Director of Environmental Protection have been reminded
that the “development” project breaches the principles and terms of the New Nature
Conservation Policy of 2004 and that the project does not qualify as a Public Private
Partnership (PPP) project under that Policy. But the Director has not rejected the
self-claimed PPP project at the instance but instead has approved its environmental impact
assessment (EIA) report for public comments. The organizations are disappointed the
Director has not adhered to publicly announced government policy and ask the government to
rectify the situation as soon as possible by removing the project from the EIA process.
Because the EIA report is deficient in many ways, the organizations will submit their
individual comments before the government respond to the above request.

The organizations further point out that as the new government will take over soon and since
the incoming government has said that it would review the New Nature Conservation Policy
of 2004, there is no need to hurry through this project. The organizations ask the
government to shelve the project until the incoming government has established the
replacement nature conservation policy.

The organizations recommend to the government that following the model of heritage
conservation, it should acquire the land owned by the developer in Sha Lo Tung Priority Site
for nature conservation. Together with government land, the government would own 99% of
the land in Sha Lo Tung, greatly facilitating the incorporation of Sha Lo Tung into Pat Sin
Leng Country Park. Secure protection with the force of law would then be conferred to the
beautiful scenery of the valley, the traditional village setting and the valuable habitats and
species.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
(Sorry, please refer to the Chinese text.)



